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PROFILE By Bev Orton Jennings

The distinctive and highly
impressive works of
Vartan Tashdjian are both
popular and easily
recognisable, making it
hard to believe that, for
this Lefkosia-based artist,
painting was just a hobby
before retirement.

B

orn in Lebanon, Vartan studied at
the Melkonian Institute in
Lefkosia, before going on to the
American University of Beirut. He was
invited back to teach at the Melkonian
Institute and Lefkosia has been his
home since 1966.
Parental advice (his father said that
“painting won’t fill your stomach”!)
saw Vartan became a schoolteacher - a
career that he thoroughly enjoyed for
forty three years. But retirement has
given Vartan the opportunity to pursue
his first love – art.
“For me,” Vartan smiles, “It started as
a hobby and developed into something
professional.” While he has taken
courses, Vartan readily admits that he
has never studied art as such, leading to
a unique style that is hard to define:
“My art is my own. I want, as an artist,
to speak my own language. I have my
own style.
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“I can define my work as a mixture
between Cubism and Impressionism. I
haven’t studied a particular school of art, or
under the influence of a well-known artist. I
like my independence and want to offer
something new by painting what I feel, not
what I see. Something that people haven’t
seen in books, newspapers or films… this is
one of the roots of my success.”
Vartan’s training as a mathematician is
apparent in his structured paintings, in the
geometric angles of sails and boats in his
seascapes, the repetitive pattern of rooftops in
village scenes. The artist continues: “When I
said Cubism - you can see that the angles are
there all the time. The roofs, the trees, the
boats… everything is angular, triangular.
Even my still life work has angles. The
flowers are not exactly like flowers. It gives
you the impression, but at the same time it
looks abstract.”
Vartan works in watercolour, oil and
acrylic, and spend time studying his works
and you can see they’re not just to be glanced
at. Complex patterns invite you to look into
their depths and, every time you return, more
of their secrets are released. As Vartan says:
“It’s a little poetry as well… it’s imagination
and it’s fantasy.”
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“

I HAVEN’T STUDIED
A PARTICULAR SCHOOL
OF ART, OR UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF A WELLKNOWN ARTIST. I LIKE
MY INDEPENDENCE
AND WANT TO OFFER
SOMETHING NEW
BY PAINTING WHAT I
FEEL, NOT WHAT I SEE.

”

Solo exhibitions have taken place of
Vartan’s works in more than nine different
countries, including Bangkok and Los
Angeles. Vartan says: “I have given exhibitions all over the world. Each and every
country has provided me with some fascinating experiences. Organising a one-man
show is a huge and difficult project; it needs
guts and courage. But I had the confidence
that I could stand up and was both honoured
and thrilled to see people coming and
showing their interest and giving their appreciation. This has been a real incentive to
carry on.”
An artist determined to have made full use
of the time given to him, Vartan admits that
his art has given meaning to his life. And is
quick to acknowledge the positive impact
that Cyprus has had on him: “This beautiful
island has given me a happy and enjoyable
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life. I have never regretted a moment of my
life here - I’m madly in love with the island.
My subjects all come from this island - it’s my
inspiration.”
That people have embraced his work and
choose to bring his paintings into their
homes is a source of great inspiration for
Vartan: “What my brush has put on canvas
has been reflected into people’s homes and
hearts through my paintings. I want to thank
all of these people from the bottom of my
heart. They have given a certain direction to
my artistic work. I have painted so many
paintings, each and every painting has given
me more breath, more inspiration, more
energy and stamina to carry on. Life is an
empty canvas and by filling that canvas, you
are filling your life.”
Art, for Vartan, has many forms and
outlets. Ever-creative, while he continues to
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paint, Vartan is also writing his memoirs.
These, he promises, will include memories both funny and sad - from his colourful life
as an educator, as a director of schools, and
from his contacts with prominent people.
Vartan has already written two books, one a
collection of love poems from when he was
seventeen, and has also been involved in the
theatre - as a producer, director and actor for many years. He has also worked
with choirs for almost fifty years.
Vartan is especially proud that a
thirty-minute documentary is to be
released about his life and work.
“Shades in Tranquility” was produced
by a team from Czechoslovakia, who
were in Cyprus filming for around a
month, capturing images of villages,
mountains and along the coast. They
also visited various locations where
Vartan’s paintings are on view,
including the Presidential Palace and
the Hilton Cyprus.
With his calm, gently-spoken
demeanour, spending time with Vartan
the man is as inspiring as admiring
the works of Vartan the artist.
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“

I HAVE ALWAYS
BELIEVED THAT
SUCCESS IS NOT THE
KEY TO HAPPINESS…
HAPPINESS IS
THE KEY TO SUCCESS.

”

His secret?
“I have always believed that success is not
the key to happiness… Happiness is the key
to success. The main reason for my success is
my happiness. It has been instrumental in me
being able to produce and deliver my best.”
For more about Vartan and his works, visit
www.vartantashdjian.com

